
How to Determine Hardware Handing 
 
Hardware handing is always determined from the outside of the house, room, 
hallway, or closet. This is to ensure that the screws on the rosette and/or the 
interior locking mechanism (i.e. privacy pin, push button, entry turn piece) are 
visible from the inside only.  
 
Example of Interior Side of Door:  
 

 
 
Specify hardware handing by standing on the outside of the house, room, 
hallway, or closet and note if the hinges are on the left or the right (it does not 
matter if the door swings in or swings out). 
 
Examples of Hardware Handing: 
 
Left Hand 
Swing In 
(Hinges are on 
the left, door 
opens inward) 

	  
 

Right Hand 
Swing In 
(Hinges are on 
the right, door 
opens inward) 

 

Left Hand 
Swing Out 
(Hinges are on 
the left, door 
opens outward) 

	  

Right Hand 
Swing Out 
(Hinges are on 
the right, door 
opens outward) 

 
 


